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                                                                                                                          Unwavering Commitment – Unlimited Possibilities 

January 8, 2023 

Dear Twinsburg Schools Family: 

Although the first few days of the second semester were different than normal for some of 
our students given the Calamity Day at George G. Dodge Intermediate School on January 

5th, I am hopeful last week ended on a very positive note for your family. 
 

As I mentioned in my message to you last Thursday, Mr. Rob Felber was elected our new 

Board of Education President and Mrs. Lea Travis was elected our new Board of Education 
Vice-President for 2023.  Attached to this week’s update is a copy of Mr. Felber’s 

President’s Report which he shared at last week’s BOE Meeting.  We thank Mr. Felber and 
Mrs. Travis, as well as the rest of our BOE for their leadership and dedication to our Tigers. 

 
Speaking of Board of Education Meetings, the regular meetings of the Twinsburg Board of 

Education air live on Spectrum 1022 and rerun every day at 1:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. 

except on Wednesdays.  Please check the District calendar for a schedule of BOE 
meetings.  You can also view previously taped meetings of our Board of Education on the 

Community Focus App or online at:  
https://mycommunityfocus.app/programs/twinsburg_board_of_education 

As always, we appreciate the continued partnership with our friends at Community Focus. 

 

Please mark this Friday and Saturday, January 13th and 14th on your calendar and plan to 

attend the Premiere Concert for our RBC Singers, Blue Harmony and Great Expectations as 
they perform, for the very first time, their competition shows for the 2023 season!  The 

concerts will be held in the auditorium at Twinsburg High School at 7:00 p.m. on both 

evenings.  In addition to what is expected to be a fabulous show, you can support our 
vocally talented Tigers by purchasing tickets for the Basket Raffle sponsored by our 

Twinsburg Vocal Music Boosters!  There will be seven (7) amazing baskets each night and 
the winning tickets will be pulled at the conclusion of each show. Purchase admission and 

raffle tickets at the online link or at the door. See a sneak peek of some of the baskets at:   

https://givebutter.com/Premiere2023. 
                

The Twinsburg Schools Foundation has announced that it will be expanding its Board of 
Trustees. The Foundation is now accepting applications to fill several newly added 

positions. The openings are available to all Twinsburg City School District alumni and 

anyone who resides or works in the Twinsburg School District. To learn more or apply for 
this volunteer organization, go to www.TwinsburgSchoolsFoundation.org. Applications can 

be accepted on an ongoing basis for future openings, but The Foundation aims to begin 
the selection process for these current positions by mid-February, 2023. Interested 

applicants are encouraged to apply before January 31, 2023.  

 
The Twinsburg Schools Foundation is a nonprofit organization formed in 2018 to enhance 
the overall environment and experience of the Twinsburg City School District by providing 

resources to assist staff and students in the pursuit of educational excellence. The 
Foundation offers grants to encourage teacher and student creativity, and it aims to build 

the involvement of the community in the support of the schools.  We appreciate the 
Twinsburg Schools Foundation for their support of our school district. 

 

https://mycommunityfocus.app/programs/twinsburg_board_of_education
https://givebutter.com/Premiere2023
http://www.twinsburgschoolsfoundation.org/
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Do you happen to have a student in Kindergarten through the 8th grade who is interested in 

cheerleading?  If so, please consider registering them for the Twinsburg High School Youth Cheerleading 
Camp which is scheduled for Saturday, January 28th from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. in the THS gym.  See 
the attached flyer for details. 

 
Also, the Twinsburg Baseball League is registering students who are currently in Kindergarten through 

the 12th grade for the upcoming season.  There is a Parent Information Meeting this Tuesday, January 

10th at 6:00 p.m. at the Twinsburg Community Center.  More information can be found at:  
www.twinsburgbaseball.com 

 
Finally, I know that I sent a lot of information to you last week regarding the water damage at George G. 

Dodge Intermediate School.  Since then, I received a few inquiries regarding asbestos so I would like to 

provide some additional information. 
 

Our District is in compliance with something called AHERA which stands for the Asbestos Hazard 
Emergency Response Act.  AHERA regulates asbestos in schools and requires that all public school 

districts regularly assess for asbestos and have plans which identify potential or suspected areas. The 
AHERA regulation requires local school districts to develop and update an asbestos management plan for 

each building they own, lease or otherwise use as a school building.  Our plan was initially developed in 

April of 1989 and it is reviewed every six months by our Business Manager.  Then the plan is audited by 
an industry professional every three (3) years.  This is called "periodic surveillance".  Through our AHERA 

Management Plan for asbestos, materials used in the construction of our schools have been surveyed and 
identified as asbestos or not asbestos.  Through that plan, and over the course of time, the removal of 

suspected hazards has been conducted through a process called abatement.  For example, the 

abatement of asbestos materials in old heat pipe wraps is one project that I know occurred within the 
last several years.  The remaining items identified as asbestos in our AHERA plan are safe as long as they 

are intact and encapsulated.  If so, they are considered safe for occupants. 
 

With regard to floor tile, asbestos only becomes a hazard if the floor tile is disturbed and is ground to the 
point of powder which can then become airborne.  Depending upon the year in which material was 

manufactured, industry standards would include some type of asbestos fibers for fire safety.  Due to the 

age of Dodge (the core of the school was built in 1970), the building falls within the timeframe in which 
there was a standard of acceptable practice to have tile manufactured with asbestos fibers.  Thus, the 

tiles in the Dodge Media Center and Wellness Center are suspected areas for asbestos as well as the 
mastic (glue) that adheres the tiles. 

 

With regard to the situation that occurred on Christmas Day at Dodge and the decision not to replace the 
carpet...As long as the tiles remain undisturbed, they are safe for occupants of the school.  However, if 

the decision had been made to remove the carpet, and since the carpet is directly glued onto the tiles, it 
was feared that the tiles would have been disturbed and potentially crumbled in some parts into a 

powder.  Once we disturb what is asbestos, federal regulations would have required us to address the 

hazard immediately.  Due to the open concept of the Media Center, the entire school would have been at 
risk as the asbestos powder would have been airborne.  This would have caused the closing of the school 

until the abatement of the asbestos occurred which was estimated to have taken up to six (6) weeks. 
 

Have a great week, 
Kathi Powers 

Superintendent 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

http://www.twinsburgbaseball.com/

